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Foreword

Preserving our lazuli planet for future generations

Operating Officer
Chief Executive, Research & Development Center
Marketing & Technology Division

Hirokazu Tanaka

Reflecting on my childhood in the 1970s, I recall playing amidst the unmistakable odors of pollutants released
into the air and waterways. I now recognize that I was exposed to significant levels of toxic chemicals.
Nevertheless, I believe that my continued good health is largely attributable to the persistent efforts of previous
generations, who worked to reduce environmental pollution and create a cleaner environment.

Meanwhile, behind the scenes, emerging climate change risks now cast a shadow over our vision of a
sustainable future. We are dedicated to contributing to the realization of a sustainable society through our
aluminum production activities and are committed to creating new value in response to social challenges. In line
with the vision of preserving a rich natural environment for future generations, particularly over the next 100
years, we have set a goal of achieving carbon neutrality (CN) by 2050. In this regard, we are collaborating with
academic institutions and partner companies to develop technologies that harness Post-Industrial Recycled (PIR)
and Post-Consumer Recycled (PCR) materials, thereby supporting the transition to a circular economy.

Nonetheless, even if all foreseeable challenges are effectively addressed, we must consider whether we can
truly leave behind “a future in which a beautiful and abundant Earth endures” for our children. I recognize that,
as a participant in the aluminum industry, achieving carbon neutrality represents only a minimal objective.
Should we strive not only to reduce greenhouse gas emissions but also to develop technologies that actively
remove them from the atmosphere?

Time is limited. As we continue to ask, “What truly effective solutions exist for realizing a sustainable
society?” , we are committed to proposing new approaches to environmentally conscious manufacturing. These
solutions will allow us to produce materials for beverage containers and mobility applications in ways that
contribute to carbon negativity, so increased production leads to greater carbon reduction.

Finally, I would like to extend my greetings as I assume the role of the Chief Executive, Research &
Development Center. I have worked in research and development for 28 years since 1994. After a three-year
assignment in the United States starting in 2022, I began serving as the Chief Executive, Research &

Development Center in October 2025. I sincerely appreciate your continued guidance and support.




