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Foreword

Towards Publication of the 10th Anniversary
UAC]J Technical Reports

Operating Officer

Chief Executive, Research & Development Center
Marketing & Technology Division

Dr. Eng.

Hidetoshi Uchida

Upon publication of “UAC]J Technical Reports Vol.10 No.1”, I would like to draw your attention to the
following. The UAC] was established on October 1, 2013, which merged Furukawa-sky and Sumitomo Light
Metal. The first Technical Reports was published in 2014. Since then, the Technical Reports have been
published yearly by UAC]J people and many supporters of University, Public Research Institute and customers. I
am very glad to publish the tenth anniversary Technical Reports this year.

The research and development sites have been located at Nagoya mainly and Fukaya and Fukui since the
merger in 2013. The main business policy have progressed the following research and development items.

1. Business enhancement for the mobility and energy field.

2. Re-establishment for the optimal production system in each business.

3. Development of new products and enhancement for cutting edge technologies.

The importance of these items has yet changed, but the environmental issues have also been significantly
important, which is reducing and less CO2 emission by SDGs.

Especially the most important issue is reducing primary metal by recycling aluminum products. The UAC]J
group philosophy has been re-established by ESG management. The importance of research and development
activities is increasing in the company’s sustainability and corporate social responsibility of company has been
focused on.

Recently, the social environment has been changing significantly due to the spread of AI (artificial
intelligence) and the COVID-19 pandemic. The basic concept and approach of the research and development are
the same. Still, in the developing new products, more emphasis is required on sustainable materials, such as
recyclability, not only during manufacturing but also through the life cycle. In April 2018, the Japanese name of
the R&D Division was changed to the same as English “Research and Development Division”. The R&D bases in
North America and Thailand have been established, and we are working to create a system that allows us to
respond globally. As UAC] business expands from bases in Japan to TAA in North America and UATH in
Thailand, the R&D department’s mission is to respond to a wide range of needs. We are committed to fulfilling
these needs with sincerity. In 2019, a brand new “U-Al laboratory” within Nagoya R&D was established to
understand aluminum better, which makes creative location and facilitates co-creation, and increases

expectations for new creations. The expectation is further achieved by actively participating in innovation

activities and startups.

In order to continue research and development that contributes to globalization and sustainable management,
computer-based analysis is essential. Still, human resource development and traditional, steady R&D and
experiments are also essential. While maintaining close communication with our customers and creating a
rewarding workplace environment, we will conduct research and development activities for 2030 and 2050, and

continue publishing the reports. We sincerely ask for your continued guidance and support.



