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Foreword

Research and Development thinking
for 2030 and 2050

Chief Executive, Research & Development Division
Executive Officer, Member of the Board

Seiichi Hirano

Upon publication of “UAC] Technical Reports Vol.7 No.1”, I would like to draw your attention to the following.

I returned to R&D as a chief executive after eight years my leaving R&D. Before then, I was a manager of
process technology and product design in Nagoya Works, quality assurance in Fukui Works, and quality
management in head office. I have learned UAC] group business including overseas. One of my careers is to have

good relations with a lot of customers for a long time.

In the last one year I have insisted on approaching the activities with considering five years later, 2025, ten
years later, 2030, and thirty years later, 2050. Thirty years ago, 1990, we were in the bubble economy, and iPad
was released ten years ago, 2010, since then the aggressive innovation in IT field has continued. Sustainable and
satisfying society may be desired in 2050, without high concentration in Tokyo area but with local areas
coexistence which leads to environmentally friendly and disaster resistant era. I believe sophisticated
infrastructure in urban and local is essential for mature society, which accelerates automatic driving and so on. In
the international situation among China with the larger power, USA with good relation, and India, IT big country,

it will be more important for Japan to contact these three countries as an Asian country.

COVID-19 spread all over the world and carbon neutral focused from environmental issue in 2020. The year
might be remembered as the starting year to change the world. Aluminum has enough amounts of earth resource
and recyclable light material. Using a lot of recycled aluminum leads to environmentally friendly and human
development. The R&D Division developed health care products such as face shield of aluminum frame with
copper plastic film for hospitals and “open detect foil package for medicine tablet” development promotion. We
pursue the appropriate quality consulting with our customers and apply active approach for horizontal recycling
like CAN TO CAN continuously.

The R&D focuses 1) Basic technology, 2) Process technology, and 3) Products development, approaching
present fields deeply and new fields exploring the use of Digital Transformation. UACJ R&D is located in Japan
mainly, and also in Thailand and USA, where UACJ has main facilities that support it. We continue to implement
structural reforms until 2022, and UAC]J plays a role for establishing the sustainable and satisfied society for 2050

and has to start the actual concrete action for 2030 now.

UAC] internal research reports have been accumulated for more than 100 years. We continue to publish for
releasing our research activities and technical information and conveying them for the next generation. We

greatly appreciate if you give us your advice and support. Thank you.

(March 2021, currently Managing Executive Officer, Member of the Board)



